


by Marcelo Ugarte, Caliterra viticulturist

Among the most important sustainable
practices employed in our vineyard is the
use of cover crops, which have become
one of our most essential allies.

Cover crops consist of one or more plant
species (grasses, flowers, etc.) left to
grow between the rows of vines. They can
be wild or sown with specific objectives for
vineyard management. Wild cover crops
may be herbaceous species that grow
from seeds that reach the vineyard
naturally by wind, birds, or other means.

Cover crops help keep the soil alive,
contribute to biodiversity, nourish the soil,
and host biological pest controllers.

This practice uses no fertilizers and
increases the organic matter—and
therefore life—in the soil.

This has a very positive impact on vineyard
by helping us reduce the use of chemical
fertilizer in areas with cover crops by 100%.
It also helps us better connect with our
sustainable spirit to improve the quality of
our wines even more.
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